
                                                                                                                                             22nd January 2021 

 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
I would like to congratulate you all on your resilience during this challenging time. All the children are working so hard 
in school and at home. Staff are working exceptionally hard to provide remote learning for two year groups, 
differentiating work for individuals, replying to ClassDojo messages, supporting teacher training students, and 
teaching face to face in school every day. ClassDojo allows me to access the excellent work completed and look at 
your photographs on the Class Story. I hope the daily messages from the class teacher encourage you all to keep 
positive. Your supportive messages and treats are really appreciated by us all in school. Thank you. 
 
Helping Hands 
Although Helping Hands has been a highly valued service for our school’s families for over 18 years, we have had to 
the make the difficult decision to suspend their service at this time. 
 
Unfortunately, there has been a sharp decline in attendance which has resulted in the running costs for the club 
becoming higher than the income.  I fully understand that due to the previous and current lockdown situation, family 
circumstances have changed and the need to use Helping Hands has not been there. However, our bottom line costs 
still have to be met. 
 
Once we are advised of a date when school can open fully, we will look into whether a service can also be provided 
by Helping Hands. If the demand and commitment necessary to make the club financially viable is there, we may be 
able to reinstate it.  However, this may mean a revision of costs and opening times.  
 
Please bear with us whilst we collate your feedback and consider all the options. We hope to be able to provide a 
service to everyone that needs it.  
 
School Finances 
I have been the head of St Mary’s for 17 years and every year we have set a balanced budget, and we will do so this 
year. It has always been a significant challenge because we can’t access any additional funding for deprivation. The 
budget is very carefully monitored and we ensure excellent value for money. The school budget is tight but we 
continue to deliver outstanding provision. Our next 2021/22 budget is based on a healthy 107 pupils. As all our budget 
is needed to provide an excellent education for all the children, we cannot afford to use school budget to support 
Helping Hands financially. 
 
Please be assured I have spoken to our governors and our long-term plans for the school are here to stay. We are 
working with the LA to maximise the money we receive to run the school, as well as accessing other help from the 
Diocese. 
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PTA 
We are so grateful to our PTA who raise considerable funds through child centred fun activities. Our wonderful PTA 
allow us to provide enhancements and reduce the cost of trips and visits. Your support makes a real difference. Thank 
you. 
 
I hope you have a lovely weekend staying safe with your family. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Mrs Woodward 
Head Teacher 

 

Please do not hesitate to reach out to us if you need help or support.  

 
 


