
To the St Mary’s Family,  
  
Following the recent announcement from the Prime Minister, resulting in England entering a 
third lockdown, I thought I would reach out to you all to explain and provide you with some 
facts regarding the current situation at St Mary’s. 
  
As you are aware, St Mary’s wanted to see all the children in school and had hoped to open as 
planned on Wednesday 6th January 2021, but unfortunately this cannot happen for the 
foreseeable future. I therefore need to outline the impact this lockdown has upon our school, 
which not only affects the children, but our staff and the resources we have access to at the 
school. 
  
Resources: 
As a small school we have far less capacity to deliver online remote learning as well as teaching 
the children of critical workers and those identified as vulnerable within school. 
  

Out of 101 pupils, we have received applications for 44 children to access learning in school 
with an additional 21 eligible children. The children are grouped into 4 class bubbles with 4 
teachers and 2½ teaching assistants providing full time learning. 
  

In addition, the staff needs to prepare, respond to, and support all remaining children and 
parents online via remote learning. At this stage we can only provide individualised remote 
learning for children who are on the special educational needs register. 
  

It is a huge demand on staff who are also protecting the safety of all the children and adults in 
school. At this time, St Marys do not have the requisite number of staff or resources to provide 
‘live teaching lessons' online to the children at home. 
  
Funding is extremely limited in a small school. We receive half the funding of a one-form entry 
school. Most of our energy as governors is used to balance the budget each year. We fail to 
attract additional funding because we are a school with low deprivation and low levels of 
special educational need. 
  
We were disappointed to be allocated only one laptop to support remote learning.  Also, due 
to our location and building limitations, the WIFI connectivity in school is very poor. We even 
have difficulty connecting all classes for a Zoom assembly. We need to arrange class Zoom 
meetings at different times to increase the quality of the call. It would be technically very 
difficult for the teachers to provide live lessons without wifi connectivity problems at this time. 
  
Remote Learning Policy: 
Mrs Woodward sent all parents the details of our well-considered, and governor approved, 
remote learning policy on Wednesday via ClassDojo and the school website. This is the agreed 
remote learning offer. The staff prioritised considerable time in Autumn 2020 devising a plan 
that would be accessible to all the children. We can endeavour to fulfil this approach with our 
very limited resources.  
  
All the team at St Mary’s are doing an amazing job and showing remarkable resilience during 
this unprecedented on-going global pandemic. We must recognise and understand that 



members of staff are working in ever changing circumstances and are coping with the same 
issues that you are all having at home as well. 
  
The St Mary’s team are quite fragile at the moment, in that if any of the team is unable to 
continue, we would have to reduce the critical worker provision as well as the online support 
to yourselves.  We have asked for more staffing from Bury, but as all schools are in this 
situation, the likelihood of getting anyone in the short term is low, but we will try.  
  
What I am asking from you is to support the system. Please only apply to send your child into 
school if you have to because your work is critical to the COVID-19 response or EU Transition 
response. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-
educational-provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-
educational-provision 

  
The government have introduced access to more education both online and on television with 
the BBC, to help fill the gap. We acknowledge that this is not ideal by any means, but this 
situation is out of our hands. 
  
The St Mary’s team shall be continually reviewing the situation, but at this stage we do not 
have the resources to individualise remote learning. We shall be delivering to the vast majority 
with an ambition to personalise provision over time.  
  
We are at the beginning of this current journey and it will have twists and turns over the next 
few weeks, but please rest assured, the team at school, guidance from the LA, and the 
governing body with adapt so that no child involved in St Mary’s shall miss out.  
  
I thank you in advance of your support and will be in touch over the coming weeks as things 
are changing on a daily (hourly in some cases) basis.  
  
Ned Solanki MBE  
Chair of Governors.  
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